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Emotional abuse Sexual abuse

Actof violence, verbal or not, which has Any form of violation of physical integrity
consequences on the living conditions of the child, of a sexual nature, or menac of violation,

‘on his/her development, and/or which violates using force, constraint, violence,
his/her rights and dignity. ‘abuse of power or abuse of confidence.

Neglect Exploitation Physical abuse
Voluntary act or other, committed Al actual abuse of, or attempt Intentional act which violates:
by omission or incompetence, which o abuse, a child in a vulnerable ‘the physical integrity, the health,
‘compromises the health, the security situation in order to fulfll the lfe o the liberty of a child.

orthe development of the child. sexual or economic purposes.




image2.png
Signs & Symptoms of Possible Abuse

There are various signs and symptoms of abuse that staff
working with children need to be aware of and alert to.
These include:

Unexplained injuries [ |

« Injuries on unusual parts of the body

«  Children who keep themselves covered for no apparent reasons (for example in
hot climates wearing long sleeves when everyone else is wearing t-shirts)

« Sudden changes in behaviour — either becoming more loud, withdrawn
or clinging

« Bullying/violence towards other children or hurting animals

« Reluctance to return home at the end of sessions or desire to avoid places/
pecple (for example teachers or school)

« Using words or describing situations that are not expected for a child's particular
age and development (for example talking about sex)

« Sexualised behaviour (such as making sexual advances or gestures)
« Use of drugs and alcohol (as a way of coping)

« Sudden, unexpected amounts of money or new clothes which are unexplained
etc. (which may indicate commercial exploitation)

« Disclosure of abuse — either by child or by another person

While these signs and symptoms may be indicators of possible abuse that is not to
say that the child is definitely being abused as there may be other reasons. However,
if any signs or symptoms are noticed then it s an indication that there might be
cause for concern, and a child may be in need of protection.

Clearly for some of these indicators, such as behaviour changes, will be easier for
fieldworkers to notice if they have an established relationship with the child and
therefore already know them.
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