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Handout n°1a
Child participation
Child Participation is a founding principle of our work, which constitutes not only a privileged axis of our key interventions and approaches, but above all and above all a fundamental right of the child.

what is participation? 
Article 12 of the UNCRC Article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child  state that States Parties shall assure to the child who is capable of forming his or her own views the right to express those views freely in all matters affecting the child, the views of the child being given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child. 

Over the years, different models of child and youth participation have been developed to help understand and implement participatory practices.  

The Hart Ladder of participation
[image: ladder2]





Degrees of Participation
 1) Manipulation (non participation – Hart, R.)
Happens where adults use young people to support causes and pretend that the causes are inspired by young people. 
2) Decoration (non participation – Hart, R.)
Happens when young people are used to help or "bolster" a cause in a relatively indirect way, although adults do not pretend that the cause is inspired by young people. 
3) Tokenism (non participation – Hart, R.)
When young people appear to be given a voice, but in fact have little or no choice about what they do or how they participate. 
4) Assigned but informed 
This is where young people are assigned a specific role and informed about how and why they are being involved. 


5) Consulted and informed 
Happens when young people give advice on projects or programs designed and run by adults. The young people are informed about how their input will be used and the outcomes of the decisions made by adults. 
6) Adult-initiated, shared decisions with young people
Occurs when projects or programs are initiated by adults but the decision-making is shared with the young people. 
7) Young people-initiated and directed 
This step is when young people initiate and direct a project or program. Adults are involved only in a supportive role. 
8) Young people-initiated, shared decisions with adults
[bookmark: _GoBack]This happens when projects or programs are initiated by young people and decision-making is shared between young people and adults. These projects empower young people while at the same time enabling them to access and learn from the life experience and expertise of adults
The Lundi Model 
The Lundy Model used in the Irish National Strategy on Children and Young People’s Participation in Decision Making 2015-2020 was developed by Professor Laura Lundy of Queens University Belfast. This is a rights-based model which conceptualizes Article 12 by showing what is needed to make young people’s participation in decision-making meaningful for the young person. 
The four required components to make Article 12 a reality are: space, voice, audience, and influence. 
These are not hierarchical in nature like Hart’s Ladder of participation is but they follow a logical chronological order. Taking a non-hierarchical approach to participation is vital as it does not favor one type of participation over another. In Hart’s Ladder we saw that the ultimate aim was for young people to be initiating and leading on decisions themselves without any interference of adults. 
In Lundy’s model there is a greater value put on all types of participation and the ultimate aim is to find the appropriate level of participation in decision-making for individual young people and groups of young people on the issues which affect their lives. 

[image: ]
Space 
Before engaging in any form of participation work you must have an appropriate youth-friendly space in which to conduct your work. This space should be somewhere the young people feel comfortable in. The space must also be inclusive. This means that all young people must be able to participate in that space. For example, the space must be suitable for young people with mobility issues to ensure that no one is being excluded from participating.
Voice
Have you given the young people the appropriate information to help them form their opinion on a particular issue? This is crucially important for every project, consultation or meeting where the youth service is looking for an input from young people. If a young person is co-opted on to a board of management/directors, for example, there must be effective ways to ensure that the young person understands the content of the meeting and the other members of the board must adjust their ways of working to accommodate the young person being involved. If a group have been asked to contribute to a local development plan, they must have the correct, youth friendly information at hand to help them form an opinion. 
Audience 
Before your youth service or club engage in youth participation work, the organisation must first decide that it’s serious about listening to the views of the young people. There needs to be a discussion and understanding on which decisions can be made by young people. On matters such as the welfare and safety of young people, where adults have to make the ultimate decision, adults should be prepared to listened to the views of the young people and consider their views.
Influence 
 If your youth service or club are engaging in youth participation work, the organisation must have a willingness to make changes in your service/club according to the views of the young people, where appropriate. Feedback to the young people on how their views influenced the decisions made is an important element of youth participation work.
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Roger Hart's Ladder of Young People's Participation

Rung 8: Young people & adults share decision-making
Rung 7:Young people lead & initiate action

Rung 6: Adultinitiated, shared decisions
with young people

Rung 5: Young people consulted and informed
Rung 4: Young people assigned and informed
Rung 3: Young people tokenized"

Rung 2: Young people are decoration”

Rung 1: Young people are
‘manipulated”
Note: Hart explains that the last
three rungs are non-participation

Adapted trom Har, R.(1992). Chidren's Partiipaton fom Tokenismto Ciizensh.
Florence: UNICEF Innocent; Research Centre,
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HOW: Providea safeand
inclusive space for children
toexpress their views

@ Have children's views been actively.
sought?

‘@ Was there asafe space inwhich
‘children can express themselves.
frely?

@ Have steps been takento ensure that
il children can take part?

Audience

HOW: Ensure thatchildren's
views are communicated
tosomeone with the
responsibilty tolisten

© isthere process for
communicating chikdren's views?

0o childrenknow who their views
are being communicated to?

 Does that person/body have the.
power to make decisions?

Provide appropriate
information and faciltate the
expression of children's views

Influence

HOW: Ensure that children's
views are taken seriously and
acted upon, where appropriate

@ Were the chikdren's views considered by
thosa with the power to effect chan;

@ Are there proceduras n place that
ensure that the children's views ha
boen taken seriously?

® Hava the children and young people
boan provided with foedback explaining
the reasons for decisions taken?
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