


Children‘s Rights and the 
Environment



Question

Do you have any prior knowledge of the relationship 
between children‘s rights and the environment?



Context
• Environmental damage is a pressing human rights challenge, which has an 

impact on children’s lives today and in the future. 

• Violations of their rights resulting from environmental harm can have irreversible, 
lifelong and even transgenerational consequences 

• The impact of pollution in one place can be felt by children living far away and 
climate change is unquestionably a global problem 

• While environmental harm affects people at any age, children are particularly 
vulnerable, due to their evolving physical and mental development and status 
within society. Certain groups of children, including children from indigenous, low-
income or other marginalized communities are often at a higher risk, which raises 
the question of environmental injustice 









Case study: 
Lead mine in 

Kabwe Zambia













Climate Change and Children’s rights











Emerging issues: the Nature deficit order



Question
Do you think lack of access to nature or 
connection with nature should be framed as a 
human right for children?



158 environmental defenders 
have been killed so far in 2017 
while protecting their 
community’s land or natural 
resources!!!



UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child

The CRC is one of the few human rights instruments that explicitly require States to 
take steps to protect the environment:

• Article 24 (2) on the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of health provides that: 
“States Parties shall pursue full implementation of this right and, in 

particular, shall take appropriate measures: […] to combat disease and 
malnutrition […] taking into consideration the dangers and risks of 
environmental pollution” 

• Article 29 (1) on the aims of education provides that: 
“States Parties agree that the education of the child shall be directed to: […] 

the development of respect for the natural environment.” 



Developments at UN level

• Committee on the Rights of the Child 2016 Day of General Discussion on 
Children’s Rights and the Environment 
(Website:http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/Discussion2016.aspx and outcome report: 
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/CRC/Discussions/2016/DGDoutcomereport-May2017.pdf

• The report of the Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and Hazardous 
Substances and Wastes on the child rights implications of toxics and 
pollution(September 2016): http://www.srtoxics.org/issues-of-interest/childrens-rights/

• The Human Rights Council’s analytical study on climate change and 
children’s rights (2017): http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/HRAndClimateChange/Pages/RightsChild.aspx

• Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and the Environment report on 
children’s environmental rights (due in March 2018). 

• Draft Guidelines on human rights and the environment

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/Discussion2016.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/CRC/Discussions/2016/DGDoutcomereport-May2017.pdf
http://www.srtoxics.org/issues-of-interest/childrens-rights/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/HRAndClimateChange/Pages/RightsChild.aspx


Environmental Agreements and 
children‘s rights

• Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), e.g. SDG 3 (9) on healthy lives and 
pollution), SDG 13 (b) on climate youth action, SDG 4 (7) on education for 
sutainable development and human rights

• Paris Agreement on climate change (preamble): Commitment to respect, 
promote and consider their respective obligations on the rights of the 
child when taking climate change actions

• Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, the New Urban Agenda ….

• As States begin implementing these frameworks, it is essential that child 
rights obligations guide their actions 











Question

Do you think that a child rights approach 
adds value to conventional measures of 
environmental protection?




